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D. I. Meadeleyev, From the portrait by N. A. Yaroshenko

versities autonomous statutes (the right of the University Board to
choose professors, rector, and faculty deans).

The abolition of serfdom and the growth of capitalism also stim-
ulated science in. Russia. Advanced Russian science in the sixties
and seventies of the 19th century made an important contribution
to the development of world science.

Notable successes were achieved in the natural sciences. The great
Russian chemist, Dmitri Ivanovich Mendeleyev (1834-1907), discov-
ered the periodic law and created the "periodic system of elements."
Marx and Engels placed great value on Mendeleyev ?s discovery which
they regarded as the triumph of dialectical materialism. The "pe-
riodic system of elements" brought Mendeleyev world fame. He was
the honorary member of many academies throughout the world but
not a member of the Russian Imperial Academy of Sciences. Under
Alexander III Mendeleyev was even dismissed from the "University
of St. Petersburg for supporting the demands of the students. Mende-
leyev invariably combined theoretical scientific work with practical
work in industry.

Another great scientist, the famous Russian physiologist and
founder of the Russian school of physiology, Ivan Mikhailovich Se-